
 THE MESSENGER
August  2008

“We the United Church of Woodhull, as part of the body of 
people who believe Jesus is Lord, gather together to 
worship and educate!  We depart to proclaim and witness to 
this belief through God’s love and grace.”

By Janet Mowat

I will allow the beds to stay unmade all day.

I will let the kids dress themselves
And tell them they look

Wonderful-no matter what they choose.

I will invite people over, even if the house isn’t
White-glove clean.

I will focus on the things I already have rather than the things I 
want.

I will indulge in the serenity and sanity of an afternoon nap.

I will relax and read a book when sense is telling me to do the 
laundry.

I will play my favorite music and sing along as loud as I want.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


Psalm 67:5-6
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.  Then the land will  yield its har-
vest, and God, our God will bless us.

The Outreach committee made preliminary plans for their walking program, to begin late this 
summer.
There will be a ‘kick-off’ meeting on Saturday, August 23, time to be announced.  The committee 
plans to have a speaker give a short talk relating the benefits of walking, as well as problems that 
may be encountered if walking is not done properly.
Those who sign up for the program - hopefully, will receive a free pedometer, the final plans on 
the event will be worked out at the next Outreach meeting.  Please keep the August 23 date on 
your calendar and plan to participate is this program.  This will be a benefit to your health, we 
plan for it to be lots of fun and there will be some exciting incentives.
Watch for more news about this event.
Outreach also discussed the possibility of having Meals on Wheels recipients meet in the fellow-
ship hall for a meal once a month.   This will provide an opportunity for visiting as well as a meal 
shared with others.  For those unable or not interested leaving their home, meals will be deliv-
ered.
However, this program will need volunteer assistance - consider how you might be able to assist.

YOUR CHALLENGE OF TALENTS MATTHEW 25: 14-30

Using our talents, imaginations and gifts God has given us, what are we 
going to do with the $100 from Presbytery.

Will we give of our time and talents and make the $100 multiply and grow 
for the Glory of God?  Or will we tuck the $100 away, holding on to what we 
have.

Drop your suggestions in the suggestion box.  At the August 21st meeting, 
session will review the suggestions and present them to you, the congrega-
tion, at a time to be announced.  The decision will be made by you the congre-
gation.

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflow-
ing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
Proverbs 3: 9-10
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Thank you, Thank you, Thank you !!!!
Thank you to everyone who helped with our 2008 VBS—Power Lab.

�x�� Over 60 children attended
�x�� 20 Jr/Sr High helpers
�x�� Over 25 Adult helpers
�x�� Over 20 soccer balls donated for the mission project
�x�� Our offering for the week was $118.00.  This money was used for shipping on the soc-

cer balls as well as a donation to Operation Kid to Kid
�x�� Overwhelming support from both congregations through donations of snack items as 

well as generous financial donations.

Thank you to our volunteers:
JoAnn Anderson Bev Brown Donna Carlson Pam Eiker
Vicky Carlson Chuck Goff LeAnna Hasson Lori McDowell
Sharon Johnson Louise Krueger Jennifer Keever Jodie McNalley
Janette Lord Matt Losey Cheyanna Losey April Roth
Bonnie Moore Lorrine Moore Dean & Lori Nyman Hayley McDowell
Rhonda Sanders Sherrie Taylor Jill Petrie Katie Luallen
Andy Barth Derrick Barth Haleigh Garrett Jasmine Jefko
Hannah Garrett Eric Gates Britta Johnson Cole Colburn
Dakota Johnson Addison Barman Brandon Watkins Blayne Street
Grace Simpson Gretchen Simpson Sally Goff Patty Colburn
Ashley Collins Lexi Britt Austin DeBrouwer Zach Cutts
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Are you interested in being a committed volun-

teer for an after school turtoring program

1 afternoon a week

1 hour 3:15-4:15  approximately

Contact Sherry Swanson

STEWARDSHIP
In July we collected personal/hygiene items to be sent on a mission trip 
with Beth Bateman of New Windsor.

Month of August:  fill the tub with school supplies for children in need in 
the AlWood schools.  Items will be delivered to the Alpha and Woodhull 
schools, for teachers to give out as needed.

$135 was collected for the Pentecost offering.

July 13th Sandy and Bill Snyder of Oneida spoke during worship about 
Habitat for Humanity.  Both are actively involved in the Knox County Chap-
ter.  They were presented with a check for $1,500 to go toward their new 
home project in Oneida.

$500 is being sent to Stronghold for needed camp supplies.
$500 in being sent to Servants Gifts of Alpha (Larry Roberts) to support 
needs in local homeless shelters (Quad City area)  All these monies come 
from the church mission budget.

Next Stewardship meeting will be September 4th at 6:00 pm  to plan 
Peacemaking offering.
Sherry Swanson, Chair

Jesus said, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.”         Matthew 6: 33
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Session
July 17, 2008

Opening Devotion & Prayer 7:03
Roll Call JoAnn was absent
Financial Report Approved
Previous Minutes Approved

Trustees: sound system is done and working great

Worship:  57 served communion July 6; 12 homebound received communion.  
Next communion is August 17.  Staring in August communion will be by intinc-
tion every other month.

Outreach:  Meals on Wheels eat together at church on Aug. 13
August 3 Harry to speak; August 10 Gene Miller will speak; walking program 
kick off Aug. 23; next meeting August 7

Stewardship:  August-collect school supplies for AlWood students. Next meeting 
Sept. 4

Cheyanna will be gone August 24.

Closing Prayer at 8:55

A word of encouragement during a failure is worth more than an hour of praise after success.

Chicken Potato Bake

3 lb chicken
1 lb potatoes, chunked
1/4 c Italian salad dressing
1 Tbsp Italian seasoning
1/4 c grated parmesan cheese

Place chicken in a greased 9x13 pan.  Arrange potatoes around 
chicken.  Drizzle with dressing sprinkle wit Italian season-
ing and Parmesan cheese.  Cover and bake at 400 degrees. For 
20 minutes.  Uncover, bake for 20-30 minutes longer or until 
potatoes are tender and chicken juices run clear.
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Our prayers are thanks are given: 
Improved Health Blessings

Fred Visel Brad & Carissa’s visit

Alex Hand Bea Leng’s 2 new great grandchildren

Sam Johnson Family Visits

Summer Moore Rug Ladies raised money

Bill Anderson VBS donations & fun & kids leading worship

Dick Taylor  Ed & Dorothy Blender’s 64th anniversary

 Veterans

Birthdays                       Travis Florio’s Law School graduation

Alex Johnson            Dan Swanson home from Iraq         

Matt Booth             Levi & Charlene DeSutter’s trip to Madrid

Kelly Proper Youth Flood Kit Mission Project

Elders Leading Worship

Nathan Clement trip to Poland

Lindsi McCaw & Bethany Hill’s trip to Romania

Our prayers are with those who have health concerns: 

Pat Simms Eileen Krueger Jerry Creek

Mary Hammer Brad Finch David Rouland

Martha Platis Hal DeVore Phyllis Johnson 

Abby Vanco Kevin Norman Ginger McCormick

Virginia Ray

Our prayers are with the families of those who have 

gone before us: 

Scott Coletta Maynard Franks            Garry Hinz

     Billie Kugler                   Bobby Luker Keith Main 

Jim Perry                        Dorothy Swanson              Darin Voss

Donna Carlson’s sister Gayle The Boy Scouts in Iowa

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


FROM THE PASTOR

Most of you should have received a letter from the Christian Education Committee this 
past month.  The letter shared with you the reality of our dying Christian Education Min-
istry.  The letter was accompanied by a form that asked for you to honestly state your 
level of commitment to this ministry.  The CE Committee has been faithfully trying to 
discover what path God has for us in the area of teaching the Christian Faith to our 
children and adults.  The purpose of their letter was to determine what options we have 
for a future.  It remains their hope that the congregation would respond with ideas, 
dreams and hopes for ways to enhance this ministry.   The CE Committee is seeking 
ways to make Christian Education important and accessible to all.   It also 
remains their hope that the congregation would respond with a renewed commitment to 
learning about our faith.  

These hopes are not unrealistic or even unfounded.  We as Christians make vows at 
our own baptisms, confirmations, our children’s baptisms and any baptism that we 
witness. These vows are made to each other and more importantly to God.  These 
vows state that we will learn about God and teach about God.  

Three of the vows that we take as individuals at our own baptism or as parents at our 
child’s baptism are as follows: 

*Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the Christian faith, and to teach that 
faith to your son/daughter?  

*Will you teach _____ that they may be led to profess Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Savior? 

*Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow with ________ in the 
Christian faith, to help her be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, by 
celebrating Christ’s presence, by furthering Christ’s mission in all the world, and 
by offering the nurture of the Christian church so that she may affirm her baptism? 

As a congregation we make a vow on our own behalf and on behalf of the greater 
Church.  We vow that each person who walks through our doors will be nurtured and 
taught in the faith.  The vow we make is as follows: 

*Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture 
______, by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging each of them to 
know and follow Christ and to be faithful members of his church? 

The CE Committee has asked for an honest response from our worshipping 
community (regardless of your membership status) and the response that they have 
received has been poor.  Very few have returned the form that accompanied the letter.  
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As the person who checks the mail I have to say that I am shocked by the lack of re-
sponse to their request.  I believed that the responses would pour in and within a week 
we would have a response from the entire worshipping community.  Instead, in a month 
we have received fewer than 20 responses. 

As the pastor of this congregation I feel that somewhere along the line I have failed in 
fulfilling my vow that I made at my ordination and installation service.  One of the vows I 
made was as follows:

*Will you be a faithful minister, proclaiming the good news in Word & Sacrament, 
teaching faith and caring for people? 

Realistically I know that one person cannot make a ministry succeed.  However, when I 
look at the state of our Christian Education ministry – not even 20 percent of our chil-
dren are being taught about the Christian faith; we only have one Adult Sunday School 
Class which has less than 10 members; we have almost no men who are involved in 
teaching or learning of our faith – I see that I have failed to teach from the pulpit the ne-
cessity of learning. 

As Presbyterians our denomination is founded on the belief that studying goes hand in 
hand with belief in God.  John Calvin was adamant that each individual Christian 
needed to have a copy of the Bible in their own language so that they could spend daily 
time in the Word and in prayer; so that they could join with other believers and learn to-
gether about God.  Our very foundation as a denomination is built upon the belief that in 
order to truly love God and our neighbors we need to learn about God.  

Knowing the heritage we come from, knowing the state of our current ministry, knowing 
that I have failed you somehow I write these words to you today.  

I seek your forgiveness.  

I also ask that each of you look inside your hearts and look at your lives and ask your-
selves if you have been fulfilling the vows that you have made to God.  

If the Holy Spirit convicts you, as I have been convicted, of your failure, then ask first for 
forgiveness and secondly how you can change.  Ask God what you need to do differ-
ently so that you can begin fulfilling your vows. 

I trust that when we humbly join together we will see the path God has for us 
concerning our Christian Education Ministry.  I trust that together we will support, en-
courage and challenge each other as we learn what it means to live in today’s world as 
believers in Christ.  

Living every day in God’s Grace, Cheyanna
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PARISH NURSE NOTES

TRINITY OFFERS FREE DIABETES SCREENING
    Monday-Saturday, August 11-16 7-9 A.M.

 Trinity VNHA, 106 19th Ave. Suite 101, Moline
 Trinity Enrichment Center, 4622 Progress Dr. Suite A, Davenport

    AN 8 HOUR FAST IS RECOMMENDED

Funeral Planning 
A Witness to the Resurrection-packets of information are available in the fellowship hall. 
If you missed the excellent power-point presentation by Pastor Cheyanna and would be 
interested in seeing it, please contact the Pastor or parish nurses about scheduling another 
date.

ORAL HEALTH - Children
Tooth decay is the most common chronic childhood disease. It affects five times more 
children than asthma. Children should make their first visit to a dentist by age 1. After the 
first tooth appears, water is the only good choice for baby’s bottle at nap or bedtime since 
other liquids such as milk and juice contain sugar that can cause tooth decay.  Good dental 
health is important for everyone-to begin the digestive process, to aid in communication, 
and for appearance.

The ABCDs of Melanoma 
Do a monthly check of moles:
A- is for asymmetry-with an imaginary line drawn through your mole are do both sides 

look alike?
B- border-check for edges that look ragged or fuzzy
C- color-is the mole dark brown, red or blue in the same mole
D- difference-have you noted a change in the mole’s size, shape, or color

If you note any of the above then The Skin Cancer Foundation 
recommends that you make an appointment with a dermatologist.
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NEWS ABOUT COMMUNION: 

In the past few months the Session has been discussing ways to make Communion more 
accessible to all who join us for this sacrament.  It has been our concern that the little cups 
we use are difficult to pick up, especially when in the trays.  After research, prayer and 
discussion we have felt God leading us in a new direction.  Beginning  in August we will 
celebrate Communion by intinction every other month until the end of the year.  As 
always there will be an elder to serve those participants who wish to remain in their pew.  

In August we will celebrate Communion on the third Sunday of  the month.  This is due 
to Cheyanna’s vacation and the difficulty we have had in finding a Minister of Word and 
Sacrament to fill the pulpit on August 3rd.  As a result we will not have Home 
Communion in August, but will be back around three weeks later on September 7th. 

You are invited!

Please join us as we celebrate the 
90th birthdays of two of our members. 

Dorothy Elliot
On Saturday August 9th from 1—3 p.m. in 

the church fellowship hall.

Carolyn mcdowell
On Sunday august 17th from 1:30—3:30 p.m. 

At the homestead. 

Please come and enjoy food & fellowship. 
Bring stories or pictures to share. 

Both ladies request that you refrain 
from gifts.  Your presence is the gift they 

look forward to receiving.  
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August 3  2008
Acolytes: Andy Barth & Sam Johnson
Coffee: Larry & Janette Lord
Greeters: Russ Johnson & Tolly Herndon
Nursery: Ray & Bev Brown
Organist: Jean Thompson
Ushers: Chuck & Sally Goff

Larry & Karen Goff

August 10, 2008
Acolytes: Kelly Proper & Jarica Barth
Coffee: Chris & Larry Youngren
Greeters: Chuck & Sally Goff
Nursery: Melanie Brandt & Marg Fields
Organist: Mary Visel
Ushers: Chuck & Sally Goff

Larry & Karen Goff

August 17, 2008
Acolytes:  COMMUNION
Coffee: Marg & Dale Fields
Greeters: Bea Leng &  Marilyn Zuidema
Nursery: Keith & Carol Clement
Organist: Jean Thompson
Ushers: Chuck & Sally Goff

Larry & Karen Goff

August 24, 2008
Acolytes: Taylor Porter & Keegan Brown
Coffee: Bev & Ray Brown
Greeters: Les & Maxine Goff
Nursery: Larry & Janette Lord
Organist: Lynn Diffenbaugh
Ushers: Chuck & Sally Goff

Larry & Karen Goff

August 31 , 2008
Acolytes:   Derrick & Jarica Barth 
Coffee: Maxine Goff
Greeters: Keith & Carol Clement
Nursery: Cheryl Strandberg & Barb Carlson
Organist: Vicky Carlson
Ushers: Churck & Sally Goff

Larry & Karen Goff 

September 7 , 2008
Acolytes:   COMMUNION 
Coffee: Sunday School Kick-Off Potluck
Greeters: Harvey & Barb Carlson
Nursery: Tory Garrett & Shanie Brown
Organist: Jean Thompson
Ushers: Dale & Marg Fields

Dick & Sherrie Taylor

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
2nd Harry Carlson
5th Brent O’Malley & Joyce Briggs—Annv.

Debbie Porter
7th Debra & Neil Florio—Annv.

Victoria Nyman
9th Frances Bolduc

LeAnna Hasson
10th Dorothy Elliot
11th David Brandt
12th Bruce Herndon

Carolyn McDowell
14th Gary Taylor
19th Scott Ringberg
20th Larry Youngren
21st Larry Baysingar

Bruce & Tolly Herndon—Annv.
23rd Ron & Sheila Hoburg—Annv.
26th Rolly & Sherry Swanson—Annv.

Kristen Schette
30th Joan Pruett

AUGUST 2008
ROTATION OF SERVICE

Serving Home Communion
Galesburg/Knoxville:     Harry Carlson

Woodhull-Galva: Cheyanna Losey
Pat Tursky & Sherry Swanson

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled 
date please find a substitute.  

********
If you are interested in serving please contact

 Ray Brown. 
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UNITED CHURCH OF WOODHULL
(Presbyterian Denomination)

Website: http://unitedchurchwoodhull.net
Email: unitedchurch@winco.net
Church Phone: (309) 334-2533

Cheyanna Losey, Pastor
Email: closey@winco.net

Office Hours: Wednesday 9-2 p.m.
Others by appointment

Bev Brown & Lynn Diffenbaugh, Parish Nurses
Hours: Wednesday 12:30—1:30 p.m. 

After worship on Sundays
No Hours on 3rd Wednesday 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. (adults only in summer)

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Bulletin: Keith Clement
Custodian: Lorrine Moore

Newsletter: Chris Youngren

For scheduling activities, contact the church office and 
leave a message.  Thank you. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 28—August 12th 
Cheyanna on vacation 

August 9 Dorothy Elliot’s 90th Party

August 17 Communion

August 17 Carolyn McDowell’s 90th Party

August 18 School Begins for 2008-09

August 23  Kick-off Party for 
Walking Program

August 25 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
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